
At a meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Panel held in Council Chamber - Allerdale 
House, Workington on Monday 10 February 2020 at 2.00 pm 
 
Members 
 
  
Councillor Carmel Bell Councillor Daniel Horsley 
Councillor Peter Kendall Councillor Ron Munby MBE 
Councillor Will Wilkinson  
 
Apologies for absence were received from  Councillor Peter Gaston 
 
Staff Present 
 
C Fleming, D Fletcher and L Jardine 
 

 
334. Election of Chair  

 
Councillor Kendall was elected Chair for the ensuing meeting 
 

335. Declaration of Interests  
 
None declared 
 

336. Questions  
 
None received 
 

337. To consider an application for a Hackney Carriage Vehicle  
 
The Licensing and Compliance Officer submitted a report for the Licensing 
Regulatory Panel to consider a vehicle for licence which does not meet the 
criteria of Allerdale Borough Councils Vehicle Age Policy. 
 
The Applicant was in attendance. 
 
The Application was to consider whether the council departs from the conditions 
of its Vehicle Age Policy and agree to grant the hackney carriage vehicle 
licence for any period up to one year. 
 
The vehicle was previously licensed as a hackney carriage vehicle, but the 
licence expired and without a valid renewal application it is considered as a new 
application. 
 
The vehicle held the private hire licence which expired on 19 December 2019. It 
had been a licensed vehicle since 2018. The application to renew the vehicle 
was received on 8 January 2020. 
 
The applicant had made contact prior to the vehicle’s expiry date to say that due 
to a family emergency he had been forced to travel outside the UK and was not 
able to renew on time. The applicant has since provided travel documents to 



show flights which indicate he was out of the country between 21 October 2019 
and 20 December 2019. 
 
The officer’s recommendation was to refuse the licence. 
 
The applicant then gave their representations and answered questions from 
members. 
 
The applicant advised that delays with his application was due to a family 
emergency which meant he had to leave the UK until 20 December 2019. 
 
He then explained that he could not make an appointment to renew until the 
next appointment, which was 8 January 2020. 
 
The Licensing and Compliance Officer and the applicant then left the meeting 
while the panel considered the application. 
 
Members considered the application, the officer’s report, and representations 
from the applicant and advice from officers. The Panel also considered relevant 
legislation, the Vehicle Age Policy and the purposes of the licencing objectives.  
 
Councillor Wilkinson moved the motion to grant the hackney vehicle licence for 
one year. 
 
This was seconded by Councillor Horsley 
 
A vote followed the motion, 5 voted in favour, 0 against and 0 abstentions. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
The Licensing and Compliance Officer and the applicant returned to the 
meeting. 
 
The applicant was informed of the decision and its reasons. 
 
Decision/Reasons 
 

The Licensing Regulatory Panel considered the application, the officer’s report, 

representations from the applicant and advice from officers, and considered 

relevant legislation and the Council’s Vehicle Age Policy. 

 

The Panel decided to grant the delegated authority to the Licensing and 

Compliance Officer to grant the hackney carriage vehicle licence for a period of 

one year.  

 

Due to the extenuating circumstances, being a family emergency, the applicant 

was not able to complete the necessary tests prior to the vehicle’s expiry date, 

although the Panel was satisfied that the applicant done everything within their 

control to remedy this at the first available opportunity and felt that the licence 

can be granted on this basis. 

 



The panel also took the opportunity to emphasise that members exercised their 

discretion based upon the representations the applicant made before them and 

public safety remains very much at the forefront of its decision making, the 

suitability of vehicles for the transportation of the travelling public should be 

taken very seriously by all proprietors.  

 

The applicant was advised that if they are aggrieved by the decision, they can 

appeal to the Magistrates’ Court within 21 days of the decision. 

 
 
 
 

338. To consider an application to Hackney Carriage Driver Licence  
 
The Licensing and Compliance Officer submitted a report for the licensing 
regulatory panel to consider whether a person who has made an application for 
a hackney carriage driver’s licence is a fit and proper person to hold such 
licence. 
 
The applicant was in attendance at the meeting. 
 
The Licensing and Compliance Officer delivered the report to the panel. The 
applicant had not provided a new DBS check with his renewal application. 
Although the applicant applied for a new check before his expiry date, the check 
was not returned until after the 28 days allowed to renew an expired licence.  
 
It was also clarified to members that had the DBS check came back on time, 
this renewal application would have been granted. 
  
The officer’s recommendation was to refuse the licence on the grounds that the 
applicant is not a fit and proper person to hold a licence. 
 
The applicant gave their representations and answered questions from 
members.  
 
The Licensing and Compliance Officer and the applicant then left the meeting 
while the panel considered the application. 
 
Members considered the application, the officer’s report, applicant 
representations The Panel has also considered the relevant legislation and the 
Council’s policies on Hackney Carriage licence applications.  
 
Councillor Wilkinson moved the motion to grant the hackney carriage driver 
licence  
 
This was seconded by Councillor Horsley 
 
A vote was taken on the motion, 5 voted in favour, 0 against and 0 abstentions. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 



The Licensing and Compliance Officer and the applicant returned to the 
meeting. 
 
The applicant was informed of the decision and its reasons. 
 
Decision/Reasons 
 
The Licensing Regulatory Panel considered the application, the officer’s report, 
and the representations that the applicant made. The Panel also considered the 
relevant legislation and the Council’s policies on Hackney Carriage licence 
applications.  
 
The Panel decided to grant the delegated authority to the Licensing and 
Compliance Officer to grant the hackney carriage licence for a period of up to 
one year, the panel considered the applicant to be a fit and proper person to 
hold such a licence. 
 
The circumstances, namely a significant delay with the DBS certification 
service, which prevented the applicant from being able to renew their licence, 
was out of both the applicants control and that of the Licensing Authority; 
therefore the panel see it right that the licence is granted. 
 
If the applicant is aggrieved by this decision, they have the right to appeal to the 
Magistrates Court within 21 days of receiving written notification of the decision. 
 

339. To consider an application to Hackney Carriage Driver Licence  
 
The Licensing and Compliance Officer submitted a report for the licensing 
regulatory panel to consider whether a person who has made an application for 
a hackney carriage driver’s licence is a fit and proper person to hold such 
licence. 
 
The applicant was not in attendance at the meeting. 
 
The Licensing and Compliance Officer delivered the report to the panel. The 
applicant had not provided a new DBS check with his renewal application. 
Although the applicant applied for a new check before his expiry date, the check 
was not returned until after the 28 days allowed to renew an expired licence.  
 
It was also clarified to members that had the DBS check came back on time, 
this renewal application would have been granted. 
  
The officer’s recommendation was to refuse the licence on the grounds that the 
applicant is not a fit and proper person to hold a licence. 
 
The applicant gave their representations and answered questions from 
members.  
 
The Licensing and Compliance Officer and the applicant then left the meeting 
while the panel considered the application. 
 



Members considered the application and the officer’s report. The Panel has also 
considered the relevant legislation and the Council’s policies on Hackney 
Carriage licence applications.  
 
Councillor Bell moved the motion to grant the hackney carriage driver licence  
 
This was seconded by Councillor Munby 
 
A vote was taken on the motion, 5 voted in favour, 0 against and 0 abstentions. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
The Licensing and Compliance Officer and the applicant returned to the 
meeting. 
 
The applicant was informed of the decision and its reasons. 
 
Decision/Reasons 
 
The Licensing Regulatory Panel considered the application, the officer’s report, 
and the representations that the applicant made. The Panel also considered the 
relevant legislation and the Council’s policies on Hackney Carriage licence 
applications.  
 
The Panel decided to grant the delegated authority to the Licensing and 
Compliance Officer to grant the hackney carriage licence for a period of up to 
one year, the panel considered the applicant to be a fit and proper person to 
hold such a licence. 
 
The circumstances, namely a significant delay with the DBS certification 
service, which prevented the applicant from being able to renew their licence, 
was out of both the applicants control and that of the Licensing Authority; 
therefore the panel see it right that the licence is granted. 
 
If the applicant is aggrieved by this decision, they have the right to appeal to the 
Magistrates Court within 21 days of receiving written notification of the decision. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

340. To consider an application to Hackney Carriage Driver Licence  
 
 
The Licensing and Compliance Officer submitted a report for the licensing 
regulatory panel to consider whether a person who has made an application for 
a hackney carriage driver’s licence is a fit and proper person to hold such 
licence. 
 
The applicant and his employer were in attendance at the meeting.  



 
The Licensing and Compliance Officer delivered the report to the panel.  
 
The applicant made a new application to be licensed as a hackney carriage 
driver in December 2019. The application form asks the applicant if they have 
ever had a licence suspended or revoked. The applicant declared a revocation 
from 2017. 
 
The licence was revoked in 2017 as Cumbria Constabulary had provided the 
Senior Licensing Officer with information regarding an investigation. The 
timeline given for the incidents was between January and February 2017. 
Further information was also supplied by Social Services.   
 
The applicant was invited to discuss his application with the Senior Licensing 
Officer and the Legal and Licensing Manager. This took place on the 9 January 
2020. Following the meeting with the applicant, Allerdale Borough Council 
requested further information from Cumbria Constabulary. 
 
Following the meeting on the 9 January 2020 the Senior Licensing Officer and 
the Legal and Licensing Manager determined that the application should be 
heard by the Licensing Regulatory Panel due to the information received from 
Cumbria Constabulary on the 10 January 2020 and the information provided by 
the applicant.   
 
The Legal and Licensing Officer confirmed to the panel that they had not had 
any prior involvement in this application. 
 
The officer’s recommendation was to refuse the licence on the grounds that the 
applicant is not a fit and proper person to hold a licence. The information 
revealed during the application process shows that although no further action 
was taken against the applicant in relation to the alleged offences in 2017 there 
was a failure in judgement. This was at a time when the applicant was a 
licensed hackney carriage driver. 
 
The applicant gave their representations and answered questions from 
members.  
 
The applicant explained that he has been employed in the care industry since 
2017 working closely with vulnerable adults. 
 
The applicant went on to provide his account of the alleged incident for which 
he was investigated, clarifying that he was not charged with any offence and 
that no further action was taken. 
 
The Licensing and Compliance Officer and the applicant then left the meeting 
while the panel considered the application. 
 
Members considered the application, the representations from the applicant and 
his employer and the officer’s report. The Panel also considered the relevant 
legislation and the Council’s policies on Hackney Carriage licence applications.  
 



Councillor Wilkinson moved the motion to grant the hackney carriage driver 
licence  
 
This was seconded by Councillor Horsley 
 
A vote was taken on the motion, 5 voted in favour, 0 against and 0 abstentions. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
The Licensing and Compliance Officer and the applicant returned to the 
meeting. 
 
The applicant was informed of the decision and its reasons. 
 
Decision/Reasons 
 
The Licensing Regulatory Panel has considered the application, the officer’s 
report and the representations made them. The Panel also considered the 
relevant legislation and the Council’s policy on the relevance of criminal 
convictions. 
 
The Panel decided to grant delegated authority to the Licensing and 
Compliance Officer to grant the licence on the basis that they are satisfied the 
applicant is a fit and proper person to hold a driver’s licence under section 59(1) 
of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, subject to the 
necessary verifications for the right to work in the UK. 
 
The representations that the applicant made before the Panel provided 
sufficient reassurance that the applicant does not pose a risk to public safety or 
to the travelling public; the information provided to the panel showed that there 
was insufficient evidence for the accusation to be substantiated, this is 
supported by the police’s decision not to charge the applicant. The panel were 
given additional reassurance by the fact that this accusation did not have any 
adverse impact on the applicants employment as a support worker working with 
vulnerable people in close circumstances, nor did this cause any concern for 
the applicants employer after the accusation was detailed to them. 
 
If the applicant is aggrieved by this decision, they have the right to appeal to the 
Magistrates Court within 21 days of receiving written notification of the decision. 
 

The meeting closed at 4.55 pm 
 


